PASCHAL HOMILY — Melito of Sardis Easter Day 'L
4th April 2010 % ler

This passage comes from a Resurrection homily from one of the greatest
2nd century Church Fathers, Melito of Sardis. He explained the mystery of

our salvation in a very simple, yet powerful way. He used the analogy Cathedral Community Notices

between the Paschal lamb used by the Children of Israel as the prefigure

of Christ, and the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ as the true lamb. The Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday 6™ April in the Chapter Library, at
Though Melito's writings were extremely popular, this wonderful Paschal

homily was lost until the 20th century. th th
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e is the Pascha of our salvation.
It is he who, in many, endured many things:
[t is he that was in Abel murdered,
and in Isaac bound,
and in Jacob exiled,
and in Joseph sold,
and in Moses exposed,
and in the lamb slain,
and in David persecuted,
and in the prophets dishonoured.
It is he that was enfleshed in a virgin,
that was hanged on a tree,
that was buried in the earth,
that was raised from the dead,
that was taken up to the heights of the heavens.
He is the lamb being slain;
he is the lamb that is speechless;
he is the one born from Mary, the lovely ewe-lamb;
and dragged to slaughter,
and sacrificed at evening,
and buried at night,
who on the tree was not broken,
in the earth was not dissolved,
who arose from the dead,
and raised up humankind from the grave below.




