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An important arm of Rochester Cathedral Trust, the Guild enables a key liaison 
with business leaders in Kent. This clearly creates mutual benefits for local 
enterprise generally, the Cathedral and the Kent community.

Michael P Aiken MBE
Chairman, Rochester Cathedral Trust

2017 was our 10th anniversary year and we were able to celebrate this in the 
restored and unique surroundings of the cathedral crypt. 2018 brings new 
challenges and I trust it will be a good year for all our members. For the Guild 
however comes the challenge of increasing our membership. We will do our bit 
but existing members can help. Please come forward with names and companies 
we can approach. We will be most grateful. Best wishes for 2018.
 
John A Spence OBE DL
Chairman, Rochester Cathedral Business Guild

The Programme 

It can not be argued that this year’s programme has a theme. It is not that 2018 will be other than a 
demanding year for all in business not least because of the Brexit negotiations. It was thought however 
that it would be helpful to look at some of the day to day issues that affect us all in one way or another 
so there is an element of pick and mix about it and an updating of some important current issues. We 
can not escape Brexit so in the Autumn when matters will be rather critical it will take over the Seminar.
 
Our Aim

Each year the Business Guild arrange a number of events which provide  businesses with networking and 
customer entertaining opportunities and offer a range of presentations on current topics in the business 
world.  Our events are detailed in the 2018 Programme and include:

•	 Networking	Breakfasts	at	The	Commissioner’s	House,	Chatham	Historic	Dockyard
•	 The	Annual	Dinner	in	the	Cathedral
•	 The	Annual	Business	Guild	Seminar
•	 Complimentary	Events	For	Members

In addition Business Guild members are invited to attend a variety of services, concerts and special 
events in the Cathedral during the course of the year.
 
Membership & Subscription

The Business Guild is open to businesses of any size and participants can choose to pay an annual 
subscription which includes a number of benefits, such as discounted events fees and members events.

All proceeds from the Guild support the Cathedral’s education and musical work in the community.



The Business Guild provides a wonderful opportunity for business leaders to meet 
and network. The programme is both engaging and stimulating and has helped 
to	promote	businesses	across	North	Kent.	It	is	well	worth	getting	involved.

The Very Revd Dr Philip Hesketh
 Dean of Rochester

Tuesday 20th February
8am – 10am

Business	Guild	Networking	Breakfast	
GDPR	Data	Protection	–	The	road	to	compliance
Presented by Brachers Law
Venue:	The	Commissioner’s	House

Wednesday 11th April
6.30pm

Business	Guild	Annual	Dinner	in	the	Crypt

Tuesday 1st May 
8am – 10am

Business	Guild	Networking	Breakfast
Employment	Law	&	HR
Andrew	Masters	–	Partner	&	Head	of	Employment,	Furley	Page

Sunday 20th May
3.15pm

Rochester Cathedral Trust Annual Evensong and
Reception	in	The	Deanery.	Complimentary	For	Members

Wednesday 27th June Speakers & Supper Evening (TBA)
In partnership with Canterbury Christchurch University at
their	Medway	Campus

Thursday 5th July Business	Guild	Summer	Event	(Complimentary	for	Members
&	Trustees)	Reception	at	Hadlow	College

Thursday 13th September
8am – 10am

Business	Guild	Networking	Breakfast	
Mediation	in	the	Workplace	and	Managing	Absences
Susanna Rynehart, Partner of Thomson Snell & Passmore LLP

Tuesday 16th  October
 8am –1pm

Business	Guild	Annual	Seminar	–	Buffet	Breakfast
Great Britain, Europe and the Global Opportunity
The	Commissioner’s	House	in	the	Historic	Dockyard,	Chatham

Friday 19th October
7.30pm

Concert	in	the	Cathedral	–	In	partnership	with	Abigail’s	Footsteps

Thursday 20th December
6.30pm – 7.15pm

Pre	Carol	Service	Reception	at	The	Deanery
(Complimentary	for	Members	&	Trustees)

Guild Programme 2018



The Cathedral
Each year the Cathedral hosts over 100 
special services and events,  including 
University degree ceremonies, concerts, 
civic and community celebrations.
It operates an educational programme 
for 17,000 school children each year, 
and has run music outreach projects 
in Medway schools. The Cathedral has 
never been in greater demand in its 
1400 year history.

Rochester Cathedral at the heart
of the Community

The Business Guild
National research has shown that cathedrals provide a substantial financial benefit to 
the local economy as a result of the visitors which are attracted each year. Rochester 
Cathedral plays an important role in the business   economy attracting 150,000 visitors 
annually, as well as contributing to the ‘sense of place’ which makes Kent an attractive 
place in which to live and work.

The aim of the Rochester Cathedral Business Guild is to:
•  strengthen the Cathedral’s links with the business community in Kent
•  provide an opportunity for businesses to meet and network
•  support The Rochester Cathedral Trust by dedicating any funds it raises to the 

Cathedral’s music and education work with young people

Become a Member
For further details and to register with the Cathedral Business Guild please contact:

Lynne Bax, Rochester Cathedral Trust, Garth House,
The Precinct, Rochester, ME1 1SX
Telephone: 01634 810074 or
Email: development@rochestercathedral.org


