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ALTO & BASS CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
2018 - 2019 

 

Music at Rochester Cathedral can be traced back to the founding of the Diocese in 
604AD, making Rochester England’s second oldest cathedral.  We are seeking to 
appoint an Alto and a Bass Choral Scholar from September 2018. 
 

Rochester Cathedral Choir has a full weekly routine consisting of eight sung services.  
At Christmas and Easter this incorporates a full run of special services and concerts, 
including an annual Messiah.  At Rochester the three Choral Scholars combine with 
three Deputy Lay Clerks (taken from a pool of professional singers drawn from London 
and Kent) to form the six-person team which join with the 20 boy or 20 girl choristers.  
For the great liturgical occasions, and for concerts and special services, the boys and 
girls combine and the back row are expanded to twelve to form the Full Cathedral 
Choir.  
 
The Cathedral Choir partakes in radio broadcasts, most recently on BBC Radio 4 
Morning Worship and BBC Radio 3 Choral Evensong.  The Choir has an extensive list of 
CD recordings, the most recent a second disc of favourite anthems, The Songs the 
Angels Sing, commissioned after the popularity of the first, Sing Alleluia, both on 
Regent.  More unusually Rochester Cathedral Choir has an ongoing partnership with 
James Taylor, which has resulted in the world premiere and premiere recording of the 
choral-acid jazz fusion, The Rochester Mass with James Taylor Quartet.  The Choir is 
well travelled, with recent tours taking them to Budapest, Germany, The Netherlands 
and Malta, where they took part in the Victoria International Arts Festival.  Ongoing 
partnerships have been established with English Touring Opera and The Sixteen, in 
addition to James Taylor Quartet, with appearances at the Queen Elizabeth Hall and 
(the first cathedral choir to do so) at Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Club! 
 
The scholarships are available to singers on a gap year, to students or to recent 
graduates and could be an excellent stepping stone into the world of professional 
music.  Rochester’s  proximity to London (37 minutes into St Pancras International or 
45 minutes into Victoria) provides an ideal base. Our recent Choral Scholars have 
pursued postgraduate studies at the Royal College of Music Opera School, King’s 
College London, Trinity Laban Conservatoire, Guildhall School of Music and Drama or 
combined their scholarship with undergraduate studies or pursuing a portfolio career 
including freelance singing, arts administration or teaching. 
 



An open, vibrant singing style is encouraged amongst the choristers: we are interested 
in hearing from all styles of voice as the adult members of the choir are encouraged to 
do likewise.  
 
 
Commitment 
 

The Choral Scholars form part of the 6-person back row, singing for the majority of 
regular choral services: 
 

• Choral Evensong (4.50pm rehearsal for 5.30pm) on Mondays, Thursdays and 
Fridays 

• Choral Evensong (2.25pm rehearsal for 3.15pm) on Saturdays 

• Choral Mattins (9.00am rehearsal for 9.45am), Sung Eucharist (10.30am) and 
Choral Evensong (2.25pm rehearsal for 3.15pm) on Sundays 

 

As well as these, extra services are scheduled during the term, which will form part of 
the Choral Scholars’ timetable for example in Holy Week or at Christmas.  Tours, 
concerts, recordings and broadcasts all feature in the choir schedule and many attract 
extra fees. 
 

Choral Scholars will be expected to take music away in advance to ensure all notes are 
learnt before the rehearsal on each day.  It is expected that students may need to be 
absent from services in order to attend university or professional engagements and 
the Cathedral can be flexible – as long as it is no more than the equivalent of one 
service a week, although further absences can be negotiated for productions, tours 
etc.  There are no duties during choir holidays. 
 

Remuneration 
 

The three choral scholars live in a large shared house in St Margaret’s Street, 
Rochester, provided rent-free by the Cathedral, with council tax also paid by the 
cathedral.  The choral scholars have responsibility for utility bills.  
 
As well as this, an annual bursary of £4451 is provided, paid monthly.  The Cathedral 
has Southeastern rail passes, available for choral scholars to use, currently valid until 
December 2018. 
 
Recruitment & Timetable 
 

The scholarship will start in September 2018 and is tenable for one academic year. 
 

Applicants must use the Cathedral Application Form and the closing date is Friday 27th 
April at 12pm.  Candidates will be invited for interview on Thursday 3rd May.  
 

Claire Innes-Hopkins   Matthew Rushton 
Assistant Director of Music  Precentor 
 



 Email:  adom@rochestercathedral.org 
 Telephone:  01634 810061 (direct line) 
 Website: www.rochestercathedral.org 
 

April 2018     


