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SUGGESTED GUIDELINES  

FOR A SCHOOL VISIT RISK ASSESSMENT 

ACTIVITY 

Rochester Cathedral is an ancient building with many associated and potentially dangerous 

hazards. These may relate to and include building restoration, maintenance, exhibitions and 

other events. All visiting schools are expected to conduct their own, individual Risk 

Assessments, and it is our hope that these ‘Suggested Guidelines for A School Visit Risk 

Assessment’ will provide a focus for this. 

It must be made clear that at all times the overall responsibility for care lies within the school 

and teachers in charge of the group. Having made every possible safety provision within 

reason, when considering the age and condition of the buildings visited, the ultimate 

responsibility for care cannot be accepted by the Chapter of Rochester Cathedral. However, 

it is the view of the Chapter that a visit to Rochester Cathedral and Education Centre can be 

considered A LOW RISK VISIT, posing little danger to pupils or staff. 

Due to the nature of the building and the variety of different services / events that are held in 

it.  Staff are advised to check a week or so before their visit to see if there are likely to be 

any implications for the visit. 

PERSON(S) AT RISK: Staff, Volunteers, School Groups 

SIGNIFICANT HAZARD(S) 
LEVEL OF RISK 

BEFORE 

CONTROL 

 

1. Slips, trips and falls 
 

2. Fabric 
 

3. Large numbers of people 
 
4. Equipment, cables etc 
 
5. Crossing vehicular access route to gain access to the Cathedral 

Education Centre 
 
 

 

Medium 

Medium 

Medium 

Medium 

Medium  

CONTROLS  

1. Slips, trips and falls 
These potential hazards are associated with the uneven nature of the ancient 

floor in the Cathedral and changes in level e.g. steps.  Where possible and 

appropriate white lines have been painted on high-risk steps.  Slips can be 

caused by the floor getting wet and if the ground conditions outside the 

building are wet then this may carry through the entrances.  Where possible 

door mats are in place and if this becomes a big problem signs will be put out 

 

 

LOW 
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and every effort will be made to mop the floor.  The lighting is in good working 

order but it may be dimmed for some events.  In the event of an evacuation 

the lighting will be switched back on by the Duty Verger.  There may be some 

low level lighting in key areas around the Cathedral at some points. The 

Garden has steps to access the lawn and is bordered by flower beds. Care 

should be taken when in this area particularly when the grass has been wet. 

Outside toilets are also available here accessed by steps, which may become 

wet depending upon weather conditions. 

2. Fabric 
Some of the doors to the Cathedral are particularly heavy and care should be 
taken when opening and closing them. The glass doors all have “shell” 
etchings on them to enable them to be seen and felt. 
If the disabled ramp is in place school parties will be informed, but 
appropriate care should be taken in the vicinity. 
Candles are often burning around the cathedral – particularly in places for 
prayer. Some activities invite children to light candles, these will always be 
supervised and teacher guidance sought. 
 
3. Numbers of people 
Large numbers of people in the building can be a risk in itself. The cathedral 

is a public place and appropriate care should be taken to support the visit with 

adequate staffing. Visits to the shop and toilets are suggested to take place in 

small accompanied groups. The Cathedral has a fire evacuation plan which 

would be instigated by Cathedral Staff.  The Assembly point is in the castle 

moat.   

4. Equipment 
At times various cables will need to be laid around the Cathedral and this will 

be done in consultation the Cathedral health and safety officer on the day.  

Where cables cross walkways and aisles these will be matted and identified 

with hazard tape.   

5. Education Centre 

Approaching the Education Centre from the Cathedral involves crossing an 

access route which may be used by building suppliers as well as private cars. 

The pavement is uneven with cobbled stones and flagstones and appropriate 

care should be taken. The steps up to the Education Centre and lunchrooms 

are steep. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 

In the event of the fire alarm being activated please follow the instructions of the Cathedral 

staff and evacuate to the assembly point in the Castle Moat.  If the fire alarm is activated the 

duty verger will make announcement and you will be asked to leave the building by the 

nearest exit.  You are responsible for the safe evacuation of the students in your care. 

Please be advised that at times the Cathedral Organ may be playing loud during your visit.  

We generally aim to ensure all booked visits do not clash with loud organ practice but 

occasionally this may be unavoidable.  People with sensitive hearing or a nervous. 

disposition may find loud organ practice uncomfortable. 
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The cathedral is a public building and as a result attracts visitors from all walks of life.  

Occasionally we do experience challenging or difficult visitors and the staff and volunteers 

who work on the floor of the Cathedral have had experience in dealing with these situations. 

 

Prepared by the Cathedral Education Officers, the Head Verger and Cathedral Health and 

Safety Manager and the Health and Safety Committee. 

 

Signed: C. Tolhurst                                                              Date: 23 November 2016 


